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13th Annual EROS Film Festival – Aliens, Outcasts and Other Heroes
Out Film CT, organizer of Connecticut’s two annual LGBT film festivals, is pleased to announce the line-up for the 13th EROS Film Festival from Nov. 2 – 6, 2011.  The festival takes place at Cinestudio, on the beautiful campus of Trinity College and is sponsored by EROS (Encouraging Respect Of all Sexualities), Trinity’s gay/straight student alliance.  The festival showcases a broad selection of LGBT feature films and documentaries, old favorites and exciting new works that will appeal to all film lovers.  A free reception will precede the Saturday evening screening of Rent at 6:00 p.m. in the theater lobby.
The diverse line-up is sure to please a wide array of moviegoers.  For those looking for a bit of lighthearted fun, you will want to check out the zany dating lives of the ladies from outer space in Codependent Lesbian Space Alien Seeks Same or the misadventures of the hotties of Eating Out: The Open Weekend.  For something more thought provoking, you can take a look inside contemporary Iran with the Sundance premiere Circumstance or the critics favorite Weekend.  If you’re feeling a bit like singing, a couple of musical favorites (Rent and Hedwig and the Angry Inch) will also make it back to Cinestudio’s silver screen.  If you’re up for a gender bending adventure, check out the award-winning film Tomboy And finally, the festival will wrap up on Sunday, Nov. 6 with a fascinating documentary that delves into the lives of LGBT student athletes in the matinee screening of Out for the Long Run, including Connecticut’s own Brenner Green.  
“While this year’s films cover the spectrum of all tastes, the thread that connects all of the films is the theme of people (or aliens) trying to be true to themselves and finding their place in the world against all odds,” stated Festival Director Shane Engstrom.  

Here are all the details of the festival’s exciting line-up:

Circumstance (Wednesday, 11/2 @ 7:30 p.m.)  Set in contemporary Iran in the unseen world of Iranian youth culture, filled with underground parties, sex, drugs and defiance, CIRCUMSTANCE is the story of two vivacious young girls -- wealthy Atafeh and orphaned Shireen -- discovering their burgeoning sexuality and, like 16 year-old girls anywhere, struggling with their desires and the boundaries placed upon them by the world they were born into. (In Farsi with English subtitles).
Hedwig and the Angry Inch (Thursday, 11/3 @ 7:30 p.m.)  After a botched sex-change operation, East German glam rocker Hansel (John Cameron Mitchell) becomes Hedwig and travels across the United States with a stage show, following her ex-boyfriend (and former band mate) and telling her life story.  Hedwig's offbeat show slays audiences -- but in diners not clubs. Mitchell also wrote and directed the comedy, which won at the Sundance Film Festival and was nominated for several Independent Spirit Awards.
Codependent Lesbian Space Alien Seeks Same (Friday, 11/4 @ 7:00 p.m.)  The adventures of lesbian space aliens unfold in this laugh-out-loud funny film that tells the story of the romance between Jane, a shy greeting card store employee, and Zoinx, the woman Jane does not realize is from outer-space. While their romance develops, two government agents, or Men in Black, closely track Jane, Zoinx and the other aliens while harboring secrets of their own. See just how far Earthlings will go to find true love. It’s fun for everyone – you don’t have to be lesbian or alien to enjoy this film!
Weekend (Friday, 11/4 @ 9:00 p.m.)  On a Friday night after a drunken house party with his straight friends, Russell heads out to a gay club alone. Just before closing time he picks up Glen but what's expected to be just a one-night stand becomes something else, something special. Weekend is both an honest and unapologetic love story between two guys and a film about the universal struggle for an authentic life in all its forms.
Tomboy (Saturday, 11/5 @ 2:30 p.m.) Laure is 10 years old. Laure is a tomboy.  On her arrival in a new neighborhood, Laure pretends to be Mikael, a boy like the others… different enough to get the attention of Lisa who falls in love with him. Laure takes advantage of her new identity as if the end of the summer would never reveal her unsettling secret.  Audience Award Winner at Frameline LGBT Film Fest. (In French with English Subtitles).
Rent (Saturday, 11/5 @ 7:00 p.m.)  Based on Puccini's classic opera La Bohème, Jonathan Larson's revolutionary rock opera Rent tells the story of a group of bohemians struggling to live and pay their rent in the gritty background of New York's East Village.  "Measuring their lives in love," these starving artists strive for success and acceptance while enduring the obstacles of poverty, illness and the AIDS epidemic.  One of the longest-running shows on Broadway, Rent was the winner of the 1996 Pulitzer Prize for Drama and four Tony Awards.

Eating Out: The Open Weekend (Saturday, 11/5 @ 9:30 p.m.)  While on a wild vacation weekend in Palm Springs, surrounded by hotties, Benji wants a temporarily open relationship but his boyfriend Zack feels more comfortable staying monogamous. Complicating matters is the fact that Zack’s ex, Casey, is staying at the same hotel, pretending to be dating Peter so that he doesn’t feel like a loser around Zack and Benji. As the weekend heats up, star-crossed lovers Casey and Zack try to find their way back to one another.
Out for the Long Run (Sunday, 11/6 @ 2:30 p.m.)  Openly gay professional sports figures are few and far between in the U.S. Yet many young athletes are now coming out while in high school and college, where navigating from classroom to locker room is challenging and isolating.  Director Scott Bloom travels across the country to explore how homophobia in athletics is affecting a new generation.  A panel discussion of LGBT issues in high school and college athletics, including student athletes from the film, will follow the screening.
When: Wednesday, Nov. 2 – Sunday, Nov. 6, 2011

Where: Cinestudio at Trinity College, 300 Summit St., Hartford, CT

Ticket Prices: $8 general admission; $7 students & seniors; FREE for Trinity Student & Staff with proper ID

Out Film CT is a nonprofit cultural organization dedicated to presenting outstanding LGBT cinema and other theatrical events throughout the year, culminating in the 9-day Connecticut Gay & Lesbian Film Festival.  As Connecticut's longest-running film festival, it has become a distinctive fixture in our state’s cultural landscape, bringing the community together to introduce, celebrate and rediscover the ideas and values that make the LGBT community unique.  The 25th annual Connecticut Gay & Lesbian Film Festival will take place June 1 – 9, 2012.
Hi-res photos available upon request.
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