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The LGBTQ+ Justice and 
Opportunity Network 

aims for a safe and 
healthy environment 

for Connecticut’s 
LGBTQ+ residents.

Learn more about us at 
ctlgbtqnetwork.org



THANK YOU TO  
OUR SPONSORS
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In this year’s art design, we chose a pair of clasped hands to emphasize 
our commitment to our community and the support we give to each other, 
wrapped in the colors of our history and the bricks of our foundation. As you 
know, it’s been a difficult year of political scapegoating, particularly of the trans 
community, and we are here for all of you. Our goal is to continue telling our 
stories, embracing our truths, living our lives, and supporting one another. 

And what rich stories we have to share this year… highlighting all facets of 
our community across the globe, from over 20 countries across 5 continents. 
You’ll notice that this year we’re emphasizing our Shorts programs. This is 
for a couple of reasons: first, our audience loves the shorts! They appreciate 
an art form that challenges filmmakers to tell complex and interesting stories 
in a compact format. We’re also acknowledging a recent honor Out Film CT 
received – our inclusion in an exclusive group of festivals eligible to nominate 
short films for the LGBTQ film industry’s most prestigious award for short 
films – the Iris Prize. The filmmaker who wins this award is granted prize money 
of £40,000 ($54,000) to help them make their next film. So we’re making 
2026 ‘the year of the short film’! Our Centerpiece Program is a collection of 
award-winning shorts from around the globe, even including this year’s Oscar 
nominees and winners.

We’re also trying something a bit different this year by positioning our 
“Virtual Encore” programs for the week immediately following our in-person 
programming. While you’ll find several features, dramas, and shorts programs 
that you may have missed at Cinestudio & the Connecticut Science Center, 
there is also plenty of additional content that you can only enjoy at home from 
June 21-28. 

Thank you for your continued support of our festival for all these years, and we 
invite you to reach out and join us in the planning of our historic 40th year in 
2027. It’s an honor for us to share this festival with all of you, and we sincerely 
hope you find joy in being a part of this longstanding event.

In Community,

WELCOME 
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to the 39th Connecticut  
LGBTQ Film Festival! 
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Shane Engstrom 
Festival Director



Proud to  
support the  

39th Annual  
Connecticut  

LGBTQ  
Film Festival



STUDIO BOSS
Karen Beyard & Don Ellis 
David Cash
Gillian Howell & Stephen Patrizzi
Bill Loehr
Randall Madore & Anthony Coschigano
Jason Pratt & Enrique Ramos-Smilgus
Mark Slitt

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Steve Chapron
Shane Engstrom
Norman Garrick & James Hanley
Stephen Hardenburg
Erik Hennen & Paul Melmer
Robert C. Neuman

PRODUCER
Keith Bernier
Len Cormeau
Lynn Discenza
Carol A. Gale & Debra Horn
David Kirk
Ryan Krupa
Jason McDermott & Larry Boisvert
Gary Norman
Wendy Peek
Rich Rochlin
Arthur E. Webster
Justin Zartman & Chad Cardillo
Anonymous

DIRECTOR
Kara Bonsack & Sharon Neddermann
Congregation Beth Israel
Chuck Cleary
Julianna Dupuis
Reid Fontaine & Richie Kremer
john emery istvan
Jennifer Kaplan
Chuck Kinney & Rob Duncan
Jean-Paul LeBlanc
Tom Luscinskas
Timothy Lyman & Alden Smith
Peter Michelsen
Dan Millett
Jaime Ortega
David Alan Shaw
Rae Tattenbaum & Margery Fine
Stephen Woods
Anonymous

CAST
John D. Allen & Keith Hyatte
Dan Archambault
Bailey Brenn Jr
Frank Chiaramonte
Linda Estabrook
Carolyn & Leslie Gabel-Brett
Skye Garofalo
Bob Linderman
William Maynes
Bryan Pavlik
Trevor Reynolds & Michael Morgan
Sylvia Jane Wojcik

CREW
Frank L. Harbec
David Kenison

FRIENDS OF 
THE FESTIVAL
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Larry Boisvert 
Paulette Bonnar
Kara Bonsack 
David Cash
Caren Dickman 
Stefanie Dominguez 
Dee Endress 
Shane Engstrom 
Margery Fine
Reid Fontaine 
Sloan Friedman 
Elie Helou
john emery istvan
Jen Kaplan
Tim Kendrick
Dave Kenison
Dave Kirk
Richie Kremer 

Marjorie Levin 
Bill Loehr
Andrea Makkay
Gina Marchesani 
Zack Margaret 
Clare McCarthy
Paola Michaela
Peter Michelsen
Jaime Ortega
Bryan Pavlik
Wendy Peek
Eldar Rapaport
Jim Rogers
Beth Scanlon
Mark Slitt
Rae Tattenbaum
Aidan Whittel 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

James Hanley
Keith Jackson 
Dan Millett

Suzanne Shayer
Marina Yurieva

HONORARY MEMBERS

FESTIVAL 
COMMITTEE
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5 out of a 5 Satisfaction Rating based on 56 reviews as of 4/29/2026: Each client has the opportunity 
to rate a practice based on the client’s overall satisfaction with the practice, on a scale 1 to 5. The 
practice’s Client Satisfaction Rating is an average of all client responses for that practice within a 
rolling 24-month period, and is updated daily. There is no minimum number of responses required for 
a practice to receive a rating.
Investment advisory products and services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, 
LLC, a registered investment adviser.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2026 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Stepping Stone Wealth
A private wealth advisory practice of 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC 

860.313.1313
8 Lowell Rd, West Hartford, CT 06119
steppingstonewealth@ampf.com 
steppingstonewealth.com

Camille Gagliardi,
CFP®, MBA, BFA™, CIMA®, CPWA®
Private Wealth Advisor | Managing Partner



CINESTUDIO
Primary theater for the film festival. All in-person screenings  
EXCEPT June 20th. Events include: Opening Night Party,  
Sunday Post-Matinee Reception, and Centerpiece Reception.
Trinity College, 300 Summit Street, Hartford, CT  
Tel: 860-297-2463 • www.cinestudio.org 

CONNECTICUT SCIENCE CENTER
Events: Film (Departures – June 20th at 7 pm) and Closing Night Party.
250 Columbus Blvd., Hartford  
www.ctsciencecenter.org
Science Center Garage is located right beneath  
the building with an entrance off Grove Street.

Artwork and Graphic Design: Todd Brandt
Marketing & Operations Director: Jen Kaplan
Public Relations: Jacques Lamarre and Enrique Rincon, Buzz Engine
Cinestudio: Lew Michaels, Ashleigh-Marie Sherman
Connecticut Science Center: Kelsey Rogers
DeVars-Philiips Florist
Film Festival Promo Reel: Pen Baxter
Film Festival Trailer: Kylie Johnson

SPECIAL THANKS

FESTIVAL 
VENUES
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DIR. LEYLA BOUZID | 2026 | 111 MIN |  
FRANCE, TUNISIA | FRENCH, ARABIC

After living in Paris for many years, Lilia returns to Tunisia for 
her uncle’s funeral. While staying in the family home shared by 
three generations of women, she confronts unspoken tensions, 
resurfacing memories, and shifting family dynamics. As she 
investigates her uncle’s mysterious death, Lilia uncovers a family 
secret and now must confront her own.

PRESENTED BY

RONITA RAMBO
DIR. MICHAEL DOSHIER | 2025 |  
12 MIN | USA | ENGLISH  
NEW ENGLAND PREMIERE

Ronita is the sharp-tongued waitress 
at a rural Missouri diner who has 
everyone’s order memorized. But she 
has no clue how to text her new crush, 
so she seeks help from two gay teens.

IN A WHISPER 
(À VOIX BASSE)

OPENING NIGHT  
PARTY AFTER  

THE FILM

FRI  
JUNE 12

7:30 PM

OPENING 
SHORT

13



As an independent RIA with a 
national footprint, we proudly 

serve clients across the country, 
broadening accessibility and 
personalized service. All while 

maintaining a devoted presence 
in Connecticut.

We’re committed to giving back 
to our local communities and are 
a proud sponsor of Out Film CT.

W E A  L T H S P I R E  . C O M

We althspire A dvisors LLC and certain of its affiliates are separately registered 
investment advisers ©2026 Wealthspire



DIR. ROWAN HABER | 2025 | 92 MIN | USA | ENGLISH

How does one era’s comedy icon become 
another era’s comedy cringe? This fascinating 
documentary uses the SNL sketch, It’s Pat, to 
show us how representations of gender identity 
have evolved. Trans and nonbinary performers 
use camp and humor to reimagine and reclaim 
the controversial character. Julia Sweeney, the 
original Pat, offers her own reflections.

PRESENTED BY

NEVER NEVER NEVER
DIR. JOHN SHEEDY | 2025 | 18 MIN |  
AUSTRALIA, UK | ENGLISH, WELSH 
NORTHEAST U.S. PREMIERE

In a quaint Welsh fishing village, a 
young Shirley Bassey impersonator and 
a fisherman are caught up in a secret 
romance. Battling family and tradition, 
they just want to find happiness.

WE ARE PAT SAT  
JUNE 13

4:00 PM

OPENING 
SHORT

15





DIR. HELEN WALSH | 2025 | 111 MIN | UK | ENGLISH

Jack is a born-and-bred mussel farmer working the coastline 
of Northern Wales with the support and love of his high 
school sweetheart wife. He’s a committed family man, so it’s a 
surprise when he finds himself hopelessly drawn to a younger 
drifter in this emotionally impactful and erotic drama.

A COLD ONE 
(UNE TITE FRETTE)
DIR. MAXIME GILBERT | 2025 |  
5 MIN | CANADA | FRENCH
UNITED STATES PREMIERE

Two friends reconnect over a beer 
after a long time apart.

ON THE SEA SAT  
JUNE 13

7:00 PM

17

OPENING 
SHORT



@OUTFILMCT

Join us each  
month for our 

QUEER  
THURSDAYS
CINEMA SERIES 
A mix of new and  
classic LGBTQ films.

(Usually the 2nd Thursday  
of the month @ 7PM)

More information at  

OUTFILMCT.ORG



DIR. DAVID PABLOS | 2025 | 93 MIN | MEXICO | SPANISH

Veneno is a rebellious young hustler who services truck drivers 
at roadside diners. One day he hitches a ride with Muñeco, a 
hard-edged, keeps-to-himself driver. As they travel together 
through Mexico’s hyper-masculine world of long-haul trucking, an 
unexpected intimacy develops. But Veneno is being pursued by 
hombres from his past, putting them both in danger in this steamy 
and romantic thriller. CONTENT WARNING: EXPLICIT SEXUAL CONTENT & VIOLENCE

FRAGILE
DIR. RAFAŁ ŁYSAK | 2025 | 8 MIN |  
POLAND | POLISH
UNITED STATES PREMIERE

Wiktor is secretly in love with Dominik 
and gently touches him while he sleeps. 
As it turns out, Dominik wasn’t asleep.

ON THE ROAD 
(EN EL CAMINO)

SAT  
JUNE 13

9:30 PM

OPENING 
SHORT

19





Part of the trilogy LOVE-SEX-DREAMS: The Oslo Trilogy 
DIR. DAG JOHAN HAUGERUD | 2024 | 110 MIN |  
NORWAY | NORWEGIAN

Johanne has written an intimate story about her 
crush on her French teacher. When her mother 
and grandmother read it they’re both horrified, 
but they’re also taken by the beauty and power of 
Johanne’s writing. Johanne goes on to navigate love, 
sexuality and self-discovery while grappling with the 
contradictions between romantic ideals and reality.

SALSA!
DIR. ANTONINA KERGUELEN | 2024 |  
14 MIN | COLOMBIA | SPANISH

Margarita walks away from her marriage 
searching for her identity. One night, at a 
salsa party, she crosses paths with a deaf 
tourist and decides to teach her how to 
dance. 

DREAMS SUN  
JUNE 14

4:00 PM

21

OPENING 
SHORT

RECEPTION  
AFTER  

THE FILM

PRESENTED BY

VIRTUAL ENCORE  
JUNE 21 – 28



POMFRET PUTNAM

LOCAL, FRESH INGREDIENTS
It’s all about the quality.

MANSFIELD

G R E E N VALLEY
H O S P I T A L I T Y

GVH

G R E E N VALLEY
H O S P I T A L I T Y

GVH
G R E E N VALLEY

H O S P I T A L I T Y

GVH

Creating Unique Dining Experiences  

in Northeastern Connecticut 

greenvalleyhospitality.com

STORRS
doglanecafe.com

fentonrivergrill.com



DIR. JOY GHARORO-AKPOJOTOR | 2025 | 78 MIN | UK | ENGLISH

A Nigerian migrant has lived illegally in the U.K. for two years, 
but her luck has run out. She’s now being held in a detention 
center, where she desperately waits and hopes that her asylum 
request will be reviewed fairly. She insists on following the rules, 
and resists her lover’s escape plan. But after being disappointed 
repeatedly, she decides to take matters into her own hands. 

DANDELION
DIR. FIONA OBERTINCA | 2025 |  
20 MIN | USA | ENGLISH 
A rebellious queer teen gets thrown out of  
yet another foster placement and finds 
herself in the company of a mysterious social 
worker who’s tasked with finding her a new 
home before dawn.

ALWAYS AZIZAM
DIR. SHAYAN EBRAHIM | 2025 |  
12 MIN | USA | ENGLISH, PERSIAN
A transgender Iranian woman agrees to meet 
her partner’s family, hoping for their blessing 
and acceptance.

DREAMERS SUN  
JUNE 14

7:30 PM

23

OPENING 
SHORTS

VIRTUAL ENCORE  
JUNE 21 – 28

PRESENTED BY



THE NEW GARDENER
DIR. RYAN PARMA | 2025 | 16 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
Larry and Leo’s long-term relationship is put to the 
ultimate test when a very hot new gardener shows 
up with more in mind than trimming hedges. 

CALLBACK
DIR. MATTHEW PUCCINI | 2026 | 16 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
Max gets home from a long day at work to 
discover that his boyfriend Will has booked a 
callback for a major role. Max is unable to hide his 
jealousy, which results in a comedic descent into 
relationship hell.

VIOLETS  
(VIOLETAS)
DIR. BORJA ESCRIBANO | 2024 | 18 MIN | SPAIN | SPANISH
NORTHEAST U.S. PREMIERE

It’s 1945 when Juan and Manuel meet by chance 
during a nighttime encounter in a Madrid park. 
Their unfolding love story is complicated by Spain’s 
turbulent and oppressive political climate.

SHE RAISED ME
DIR. BEN LEWIS | 2025 | 14 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
NEW ENGLAND PREMIERE

When a struggling writer discovers he’s dating the 
son of his favorite actress, he’ll do anything, no 
matter how crazy, to make (and keep) a meaningful 
connection.
 

MEN IN BRIEFS
GAY SHORTS



WELCOME HOME,  
JEREMY DIAZ
DIR. JASON A. COOMBS | 2025 | 13 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
NEW ENGLAND PREMIERE

When a beloved community organizer invites 
his movie star ex-boyfriend home for the grand 
opening of a Pride Center, old wounds are 
opened and scores must be settled. Filmed in 
Bridgeport!

BREAKING AWAY  
(NOÉ S’ENVOLE)
DIR. SIMON HELLOCO | 2025 | 25 MIN | FRANCE | FRENCH
Noé and his best friend Tom live in the 
countryside and make whimsical DIY videos 
together. When a real film shoot comes to the 
area, Noé sees a chance to break away ... and to 
reveal his true feelings.

JUST VISITING  
(רוקיבל קר)
DIR. IDAN ARGOV | 2025 | 19 MIN | ISRAEL | HEBREW
NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE

Dor’s plans for a wild orgy collapse when his 
estranged mother shows up unannounced. 
Mistaking one of his hookups for a serious 
boyfriend, Mom turns the evening upside down.

25

PRESENTED BY MON  
JUNE 15

7:30 PM
VIRTUAL ENCORE  

JUNE 21 – 28



(860) 251-5000  |  Connecticut  |  Massachusetts  |  New York  
Shipman & Goodwin LLP®

®

Proud sponsors of the  
Connecticut LGBTQ  

Film Festival

For more information about Shipman, contact:

Alfredo G. Fernández, Esq. 
Partner and Chair of Shipman’s

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee

Shipman is proud to partner with GLAD Law 
on their Transgender ID Project.

Gwen J. Zittoun, Esq. 
Counsel and Shipman’s
Pro Bono Coordinator

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .epswww.shipmangoodwin.com



It’s more than just a house… It’s 
where you’ll make memories and 
grow your future. 

We’ll help you meet the right people, 
get a loan,* and share all you need to 
know along the way.

Home: 860-448-4174 | Chelseagroton.com/homeowner

NMLS ID 402928

Connect with our team today!

*Subject to credit approval.

Feel good about your bank



SPEECHLESS
DIR. ROLAND BOYDEN, MALENA GORDO,  
& KATRINA GUZMAN | 2025 | 5 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
A queer couple goes on a first date only to find 
themselves submerged in the drama of the table 
behind them. It’s so distracting, they can’t manage 
to get a word in edgewise.

YOU FIRST
DIR. GEORGIA REED-STAMM | 2025 | 13 MIN |  
USA | ENGLISH
NORTHEAST U.S. PREMIERE

Longtime friends confront newfound feelings after 
the first day of their high school sophomore year.

CLAM DIVING  
FOR BEGINNERS
DIR. CLARA MARSHALL | 2025 | 19 MIN |  
GERMANY | ENGLISH
Carmen seeks the low down on going down, so her 
clueless friends take her to a lesbian coach, just in 
time for her big date with Julia.

THE LATE IN LIFE GUIDE TO 
MODERN DAY LESBIANISM
DIR. EMELIE CLAXTON & MOLLY RANGEL | 2026 |  
8 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
NEW ENGLAND PREMIERE

Equal parts orientation and indoctrination, and 
100% camp, this satirical 1990s corporate training 
video offers “late-in-lifers” all the info they need to 
survive modern-day lesbianism.

FRIENDS OF CAROL
LESBIAN SHORTS



ABOUT FACE
DIR. ROBIN CLOUD | 2026 | 12 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
After getting kicked out of an elite boarding 
school, a young Black lesbian finds freedom and 
herself in the small-town ball culture of Hartford, 
Connecticut.

SANDY FANNIES
DIR. INGRID RUNDE SAXEGAARD | 2026 | 13 MIN |  
NORWAY | NORWEGIAN
NEW ENGLAND PREMIERE

A mother and her 16-year-old daughter spend 
a day naked at the beach, only to uncover each 
other’s intimate secrets.

ITTY BITTY BETTY
DIR. LAURA BUCHANAN | 2024 | 12 MIN |  
CANADA | ENGLISH
NEW ENGLAND PREMIERE

Betty lives in an isolated fantasy world with 
miniature figurines, including one who has 
become her boyfriend. When she meets a real 
woman she can’t stop thinking about, Betty must 
make a difficult decision.

SCISSORS
DIR. HANNAH ALLINE | 2026 | 12 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
A slasher with a grudge meets his match when 
a group of queer friends on a weekend getaway 
turns his killing spree into a bloody night he never 
saw coming. Garden tools can be very handy!
CONTENT WARNING: BLOODY AND GORY ENDING.
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PRESENTED BY
TUE  

JUNE 16
7:30 PM
VIRTUAL ENCORE  

JUNE 21 – 28



814 Asylum Ave  |  Hartford CT
ahcc.org  |  860.525.5696

Join us for PRIDE worship and events at AHCC:

Friday, June 5, 6-8pm, Immersive Digital Art Experience

Wednesday, June 17, 6:30pm - Rev. Brandan Robertson, “Queer and Chrissan”

Sundays in June, 10am PRIDE Month Worship Services

More informaaon on all events at ahcc.org/calendar

Friday, June 26, 7pm LIVE one-man show, “Communion” by Maahew LaBanca



ctstate.edu 

 

Equally 
Welcome.

Equally 
Valued.

Equally 
Heard.



A FRIEND OF DOROTHY
DIR. LEE KNIGHT | 2025 | 21 MIN | UK | ENGLISH
A lonely widow’s quiet life is upended when a teenage 
boy accidentally kicks his football into her garden.
2026 OSCAR NOMINATION & 18 OTHER WINS

WHALE 52
DIR. DANIEL NEIDEN | 2026 | 11 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
A boy with selective mutism and an aging widower, 
bound by loss and sorrow, discover a magical 
pen and a journal that let them hear each other’s 
unspoken cries and find healing.
2026 BERLIN CRYSTAL BEAR

TWO PEOPLE  
EXCHANGING SALIVA 
(DEUX PERSONNES ÉCHANGEANT DE LA SALIVE)
DIR. ALEXANDRE SINGH & NATALIE MUSTEATA |  
2024 | 35 MIN | FRANCE | FRENCH
In a repressive society where kissing is punishable 
by death, an unhappy woman shops compulsively in 
a department store. When she becomes smitten by 
an ingenuous salesgirl, it raises the suspicions of a 
jealous colleague.
2026 OSCAR BEST LIVE ACTION SHORT

I’M THE MOST RACIST  
PERSON I KNOW
DIR. LEELA VARGHESE | 2025 | 13 MIN | AUSTRALIA | ENGLISH
NEW ENGLAND PREMIERE
When Lali unexpectedly ends up on a date with 
another woman of color, it unravels prejudices she 
has long ignored.
2026 AUSTRALIAN ACADEMY BEST SHORT   
& SXSW GRAND JURY AWARD

AND THE WINNER IS…
AWARD-WINNING SHORTS



TWO BLACK BOYS  
IN PARADISE
DIR. BAZ SELLS | 2025 | 9 MIN | UK | ENGLISH
Eden and Dula are two Black boys on a journey 
of self-acceptance. Their love for each other, and 
their refusal to hide it, land them in a paradise 
free from shame and judgement.
2026 BAFTA BEST BRITISH SHORT  
& IRIS PRIZE: 2025 AUDIENCE AWARD WINNER

WITH LOVE, LOTTIE
DIR. LILY DRUMMOND | 2025 | 14 MIN |  
AUSTRALIA | ENGLISH
A disabled teenager fears she will never find 
love. When she enlists her friends to become her 
mentors, she discovers that love can come in 
unexpected ways and different forms.
IRIS PRIZE: 2025 YOUTH AWARD WINNER

AFTER WHAT HAPPENED  
AT THE LIBRARY
DIR. SYRA MCCARTHY | 2025 | 15 MIN |  
USA | ENGLISH
In the wake of a terrifying encounter during a 
drag story hour, an overwhelmed drag queen 
struggles under the weight of public attention. 
Inspired by a true story.
CONTENT WARNING: THREATENED VIOLENCE.
OUR 2026 IRIS PRIZE NOMINEE
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PRESENTED BY

CENTERPIECE  
RECEPTION  
AT 6:30 PM

WED  
JUNE 17

7:30 PM
VIRTUAL ENCORE  

JUNE 21 – 28





ONE OF A KIND 
SHOWS, IN A ONE OF 
A KIND THEATER.

EXPERIENCE WORLD CLASS 
MUSIC, COMEDY AND MORE 
IN AN INTIMATE THEATER!

80 E RIDGE RD
203.438.5795

RIDGEFIELDPLAYHOUSE.ORG



ONE FOR THE TEAM
DIR. RAIN VALDEZ | 2024 | 31 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
NEW ENGLAND PREMIERE

A charismatic trans teen arrives at a new school 
hoping to secure a lacrosse scholarship. At first he 
befriends two outsiders, but when he abandons 
them for the popular kids, he loses his entire sense 
of self.

ONLY THE DEAD FISH  
GO WITH THE FLOW 
(SEULS LES POISSONS MORTS  
SUIVENT LE COURANT)
DIR. CHRISTOPHE GOMES | 2025 | 10 MIN |  
FRANCE | FRENCH
Camille is a six-year-old boy who feels like a 
girl. When Camille goes to school dressed as a 
princess, the principal summons Camille’s mother 
for a confrontation.

CHURCH GIRL
DIR. BESSIE FONG | 2026 | 10 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
A Filipino lesbian pretends to be Christian to 
impress her nonbinary crush, then finds herself at 
Bushwick’s oldest queer Bible study.

AUTHENTICITY
TRANS AND NONBINARY SHORTS



SUCH A PRETTY GIRL
DIR. DEBORAH PUETTE | 2025 | 6 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
Meg has returned to her childhood home to help 
her aging father. When her twelve-year-old child 
uncovers a long-forgotten relic, Meg must decide 
who she needs to protect most — her parent or 
her child.

NO CONTEST  
(LA PREMIÉRE MARCHE)
DIR. OLIVIER WRIGHT | 2025 | 18 MIN | FRANCE | FRENCH
NORTHEAST U.S. PREMIERE

Victoire reaches the finals of a local judo 
competition, but her opponent refuses to compete 
against her. As debates over fairness and safety 
escalate, Victoire decides to focus on one thing: 
her next match.

FUCK THE CISTEM
DIR. TAJO HURRLE | 2025 | 25 MIN | GERMANY | GERMAN
NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE

Noa is nonbinary and just wants to live their life, 
but discrimination keeps getting in the way. When 
Noa tries to push these moments aside, in their 
dreams the stress rages on.

NIPPLE  
(TETH)
DIR. PETER DARNEY | 2024 | 14 MIN | UK | WELSH
NEW ENGLAND PREMIERE

A trans teen is recuperating from top surgery with 
help from his awkward but supportive father. Then 
a special package arrives in the mail.

PRESENTED BY THU  
JUNE 18

7:30 PM

37

VIRTUAL ENCORE  
JUNE 21 – 28



Webster Bank, N.A., Member FDIC. Webster, Webster Bank, Webster Investments, 
the Webster Bank logo, and the W symbol are trademarks of Webster Financial 
Corporation and registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.  
© 2026 Webster Financial Corporation. All Rights Reserved. 

At Webster, we embrace our 
community of diverse clients 
and colleagues. We’re proud 
to support the 2026 Connecticut 
LGBTQ Film Festival.

websterbank.com 
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Proud home of Out Film CT & the Connecticut LGBTQ Film Festival



We are honored to support 

West Hartford Pride, 

Q Plus, and Out Film CT

Join us for worship at 10 AM on Sundays
in person or online

433 Fern Street, West Hartford CT 06107
westhartforduu.org

A welcoming congregation 
and a safe space for everyone. 

All of who you are is sacred.

All of who you are is included. 

                
Church

Universalist



DIR. WILLIAM REYES | 2025 | 90 MIN |  
HONDURAS, COLOMBIA | SPANISH

Eva is a trans woman. She is also a mother and 
a grandmother who is deeply affected by the 
tragic death of her daughter-in-law. She’s caring 
for both her granddaughter and her grief-stricken 
son, while also trying to build a life of her own. 
It’s a struggle, but mother and son embark on 
a path toward mutual understanding and the 
reconstruction of their family.

ZARI
DIR. SHRUTI PAREKH | 2025 |  
19 MIN | USA | ENGLISH, HINDI

An American teen feels like a fish out of 
water amid preparations for her sister’s 
wedding in Delhi. Then she makes an 
unexpected connection with a quiet 
sari store clerk who moonlights as an 
internet drag queen.

EVA FRI  
JUNE 19

7:00 PM

41

OPENING 
SHORT

PRESENTED BY

VIRTUAL ENCORE  
JUNE 21 – 28





DIR. RACHEL MASON | 2026 | 95 MIN | USA | ENGLISH

In the 1990s, parts of Los Angeles were defined by street 
prostitution and seedy porn shops, the type of place where no one 
would pay much attention if a gay adult-film actor was brutally 
murdered. That was the case when it actually happened to Billy 
London. Now, after 30+ years, we finally know whodunnit, thanks 
to community members who pursued long overlooked clues.

WITNESS
DIR. RADHA MEHTA & SAIF JAAN |  
2024 | 14 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
A revered small-town imam has a crisis of 
faith when he must choose between upholding 
the values of his mosque or protecting the 
safety and spiritual belonging of a transgender 
congregant.

EXHAUSTED AND SORE
DIR. CJ BUCKNER | 2025 | 2 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
UNITED STATES PREMIERE
After a grueling 26 rounds, two boxers end their 
match and imagine a different life outside the ring. 

MY BROTHER’S MY BROTHER’S 
KILLER KILLER 

FRI  
JUNE 19

9:30 PM

OPENING 
SHORTS
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To be great is to be  
misunderstood.

 Sharks
Now Open

CTScienceCenter.org

Presented by

Sharks is organized by the American Museum of Natural History, New York (amnh.org).  
The Museum gratefully acknowledges Warner Bros. Discovery for its generous support of Sharks.  

A selection of footage in Sharks has been provided by Discovery’s Shark Week.



DIR. LLOYD EYRE-MORGAN & NEIL ELY | 2025 |  
83 MIN | UK | ENGLISH

Benji is a thirty-something lonely heart who yearns for connection. 
Jake is a hunky personal trainer who leads a double life. After 
meeting randomly at an airport gate, they start hooking up 
secretly each month in Amsterdam. But complex power dynamics 
and the strain of secrecy send the relationship into a toxic spiral.
CONTENT WARNING: STROBE EFFECT, STRONG SEXUAL CONTENT.

KILORAN BAY
DIR. MICHAEL BRUCE | 2026 |  
13 MIN | USA, UK | ENGLISH
In this tender musical that celebrates queer 
joy and self-acceptance, a man returns to his 
hometown where he overcomes the forces that 
drove him away. Starring Alan Cumming. 

VESTIGES (VERTIGE)
DIR. JOFRE CARABÉN & YOANN DE MONTGRAND |  
2023 | 24 MIN | FRANCE | FRENCH
It’s opening night. One of the main actors 
arrives at the theater terribly late after wandering 
the streets. He does his best to perform, but 
memories of youthful love overwhelm him.

DEPARTURESDEPARTURES SAT  
JUNE 20

7:00 PM

OPENING 
SHORTS
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@ CONNECTICUT SCIENCE CENTER

CLOSING NIGHT  
PARTY AFTER  

THE FILM

IN-PERSON 
SHORT 

VIRTUAL 
SHORT 

VIRTUAL ENCORE  
JUNE 21 – 28
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DIR. DONNCHA GILMORE | 2025 | 81 MIN | IRELAND | ENGLISH
NORTHEAST U.S. PREMIERE

On Halloween night in Dublin, a male rugby player and an artsy 
trans woman click when they meet at a party. As they wander 
city streets, their connection deepens through swapped stories, 
shared dreams and confessed fears. Atmospheric visuals 
combine with emotional nuance in this understated exploration of 
queer visibility and gender identity. It’s Before Sunset, but queer! 

PRECIOUS FANTASY
DIR. NINO BOUHNIK | 2025 | 13 MIN |  
FRANCE | FRENCH
UNITED STATES PREMIERE
Zack is hosting his friends at home when his 
little brother Elie appears unexpectedly.

ANYWAY, I PISS SITTING DOWN 
(ANYWAY, J’PISSE ASSIS)
DIR. ZAK SLATTERY | 2024 | 13 MIN | CANADA | FRENCH
Three friends take a journey back to their 
hometown. Sasha is recovering from his 
gender-affirming surgery and dreams of 
swimming shirtless at his childhood beach.

GIRLS & BOYSGIRLS & BOYS VIRTUAL 
JUN 21-28

ENCORE

OPENING 
SHORTS
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Serving the Greater Hartford Region

intervalhousect.org

24-hour Hotline
860-838-8467

Serving North Central Connecticut

thenetworkct.org

24-hour Hotline
860-763-4542

T H E R E ' S  N O  P R I D E  I N  D O M E S T I C  A B U S E

P R O U D L Y  S U P P O R T I N G  A L L  S U R V I V O R S



DIR. TERRY LOANE | 2025 | 65 MIN | UK | ENGLISH

Dylan Holloway was enjoying a successful career and had a loyal 
fanbase when he was a female singer performing as Lots Holloway. 
In this remarkable documentary, we witness Dylan’s transition, 
including the month-by-month transformation of his voice, the one 
thing that has always brought him solace. Now he worries, will his 
loyal fans accept his new persona -- and his new sound?

PERIOD
DIR. KAT OLSON | 2025 | 10 MIN |  
USA | ENGLISH
Trapped in a nightclub, a trans man must 
brave the women’s bathroom when it suddenly 
becomes that time of the month. 

THE TIES THAT BIND (AIT)
DIR. TOLGA SUNA | 2024 | 10 MIN | TURKEY | TURKISH
UNITED STATES PREMIERE
A mother wants to bury her queer child in the 
village graveyard, but local traditions stand in her 
way.

TOMORROW’S TOMORROW’S 
TOO LATETOO LATE

VIRTUAL 
JUN 21-28

ENCORE

OPENING 
SHORTS
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Representing employees and labor unions for 43 years.
Promoting employee rights, civil rights & workplace fairness.

557 PROSPECT AVENUE, HARTFORD • (860) 233-9821 • WWW.LAPM.ORG

W
e s
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 a 
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re 
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by our neighbors thrive in an equitable society.

Learn more at act-ct.org



DIR. ALICE DOUARD | 2025 | 96 MIN | FRANCE | FRENCH

Céline is expecting her first child, but she’s not pregnant. Her wife 
Nadia is. And under French law, before she can adopt the baby, 
Céline must first collect several letters of testimony on her behalf, 
including from her eccentric mother. What starts as a bureaucratic 
annoyance becomes a journey of self-discovery and love as 
Céline and Nadia redefine motherhood for modern times.

THE LOON (LE HUARD)
DIR. PAULA BOURGIE | 2025 | 20 MIN |  
CANADA | FRENCH
EAST COAST PREMIERE

When Dodo’s childhood best friend falls 
in love, she struggles to accept it. Dodo 
goes to increasingly dangerous lengths 
to secure her affections, which threatens 
to spoil their idyllic lakeside holiday. 

LOVE LETTERS LOVE LETTERS 
(DES PREUVES D’AMOUR)

VIRTUAL 
JUN 21-28

ENCORE

OPENING 
SHORT
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OUR 26/27 SEASON

Come for the unexpected and the 
bold. Live theater that brings our 

community together.

twhartford.org

SUBSCRIBE NOW!



DIR. XIAODAN HE | 2025 | 116 MIN | CANADA | CHINESE, ENGLISH, FRENCH
NORTHEAST U.S. PREMIERE

A middle-aged Chinese immigrant living in Montreal feels 
bound by duty and trapped in a loveless marriage. But when 
she meets a much younger and spirited woman, a long-buried 
desire is awakened. Prioritizing her own happiness and fulfillment 
unleashes a profound reckoning with identity, exile, and the steep 
cost of liberation.

CLOSE TO SEPTEMBER  
(CASI SEPTIEMBRE)
DIR. LUCÍA G. ROMERO | 2025 | 30 MIN | 
SPAIN | SPANISH
Alejandra is a young woman who lives 
year-round with her family in a camping 
resort. When she begins a romance with 
an alluring tourist from Madrid, it triggers 
her fear of abandonment.

MONTREAL,  MONTREAL,  
MY BEAUTIFUL MY BEAUTIFUL 
(MONTRÉAL, MA BELLE)(MONTRÉAL, MA BELLE)

VIRTUAL 
JUN 21-28

ENCORE

OPENING 
SHORT
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qqquuueeeeeerrrjjjoooyyy!!!
June 27, 2026 beginning at 10:45am

Town Hall Parking ot
50 S. Main St

West Hartford

150 vendors150 vendors      entertainmententertainment      foodfood      games & craftsgames & crafts

        @prideweha@prideweha        www.westhartfordpride.orgwww.westhartfordpride.org

150 vendors   entertainment   food   games & crafts

    @prideweha    www.westhartfordpride.org

2026 west hartford2026 west hartford2026 west hartford
is resistanceis resistanceis resistance

pride festival & rallypride festival & rallypride festival & rally



DIR. IVONA JUKA | 2024 | 120 MIN | CROATIA | CROATIAN

Four close friends who fought the Nazis and Croatian fascists 
in World War II have become renowned filmmakers in 1950s 
Yugoslavia. When their sexual orientation raises suspicions, 
a Communist Party loyalist attempts to sabotage them. Their 
pursuit of freedom becomes a fight for survival, while their 
Communist saboteur’s beliefs are challenged.  
CONTENT WARNING: EXPLICIT SEXUAL CONTENT & VIOLENCE.

APNEA
DIR. FABIO PATRASSI | 2024 | 12 MIN |  
ITALY | ITALIAN
In this very contemporary story, a  
young man turns to AI for guidance 
when he struggles to come out.

BEAUTIFUL EVENING,  BEAUTIFUL EVENING,  
BEAUTIFUL DAYBEAUTIFUL DAY

VIRTUAL 
JUN 21-28

ENCORE

OPENING 
SHORT
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Star USC guard tearsACL, will miss restof her special season
ByBill PlaschkeLos Angeles Times

LOSANGELES—JuJuWatkins screamed.Sheheldher right kneewithbothhands, squeezedher eyesshut, and screamed.A school anda townanda sportscreamwithher.In thehistoryof basketball in

LosAngeles, itwill be foreverknownas thenight everythingchanged.
Onacourtwhere sheflies,USC’s JuJuWatkins collapsed.In a sportwhereher contortionsaremagic, she lay curledup in aball. At a schoolwhere she leadsthousands, she foundherself verymuchalone,mouthopen, chestheaving, crying and screamingagain andagain.OnthesaddestofMondays,thebestwomen’scollegebasket-ballplayerinAmericasufferedaseason-endingkneeinjurythat

couldalteracareer,aprogram,alife.With4:43 left in thefirstquarter ofUSC’s second-roundNCAATournament gameagainstMississippi State atGalenCenter,Watkinsbecame tangledupwhiledrivinghardagainst theBulldogs’ChandlerPrater.Watkinswasbumped, then fell to thehard-wood in agony thatwas apparentevenbefore shehit the ground.Her right knee appeared tobeuntouched, but it twistednonetheless, causingWatkins

WOMEN’S NCAA TOURNAMENT COMMENTARYWatkins’ knee injury a deeploss for USC, all hoops fans
USC guard JuJu Watkins reactson the floor as forward Kiki Iriafenlooks on after an injury during thefirst half against Mississippi Statein the second round of the NCAATournament on Monday in LosAngeles. JESSIE ALCHEH/AP

ByGaryPhillipsNewYorkDaily News

A recent video that surfacedon social media might havesome Yankees fans wondering ifCody Bellinger has been using abatwith a barrel that’smore of asquare shape this spring.Thatmight soundsilly, but theclip,postedbyauserwhogoesby“Fuzzy,” hasmore than 1millionviews on TikTok and over ahalf-million onYouTube. On the

latterplatform, thevideo is titled,“he’s using aSQUAREbat??”Some comments there arehundreds in total — below thevideo state that the lumbershould be illegal and that Bell-ingerhasbeencheating.“That is a brand-new bat,”a voiceover states as the videoshows a still image of Bellinger’sbat being used on a home runswing. “I’ve never really seen a

YANKEES

Yes, Bellinger is using new bats. Butit’s not square, despite what video says

Yankees outfielder Cody Bellinger is indeed using new equipment at the

plate. AP FILE

ByJoeArrudaHartford Courant

Whenever the NCAA Tour-nament winning streak cameto an end, it was going to beexcruciating for Dan Hurleyand the UConn men’s basket-ball program.Following back-to-backchampionships up with asecond-roundexit, theHuskiestied Duke’s mark with 13consecutive March Madnesswins, the most since seed-ing began in 1979, with thefirst 12 coming in dominant,double-figure fashion. UCLAis the only school with more,having won 38 in a row from1964-74.
The Name, Image and Like-ness (NIL) and transfer portalerawas in its infantstageswhenUConn’s run began.While theHuskies extended their lasttwo seasons into early April,the rest of the country openedforbusinessafewweeksearlier,with the transfer portal open-ing during the NCAA Tourna-ment. The Huskies have had abit of a delayed start to the lasttwooffseasons.“When our champion-ship run started, Andre Jack-son and (Adama) Sanogo andHawk(JordanHawkins)—theportal just started when weadded Joey (Calcaterra) andNahiem (Alleyne). NIL wasn’teven a thing guys were talkingabout on our team,” Hurleysaid. “Even into 2024, like, weweren’t inhard-lineNILnego-tiations — no one even gave a(bleep)what theirNILwas thelast couple years.”Those days have come to anend.

The transfer portal openedon Monday, a day after theHuskies came up short inan honorable effort againstNo. 1 seed Florida in Raleigh,N.C. Conversations betweencoachesabout the futurebeganon the ridehome.“We’ve got to make adjust-mentsnow,becausethingshavechanged,” Hurley said. “We’vegot tobeable towin thispartofthe year that’s coming up rightnowintermsofputtinganeliteteamtogether.”The staff feels like it has agood idea of who will stay andwhowill likelymove on, eitherto the NBA or another oppor-tunity elsewhere. They willmeet with players this week todiscuss.
“We’ve justgot togothroughit,”Hurleysaid. “Yourvisionforplayers has got to line up withtheir vision.”Hurley has been open insayingthat“50%ormore”oftheroster was considering enter-ingtheportalduringtheseason.In his “60Minutes” interviewthat airedaheadof theBigEastTournament,Hurleysaidsomeplayers already know whatschool they’re going to, “and ina couple of those cases they’vealready talked to the coachingstaff at future schools andhavean idea of what their NIL isgoing tobe there.”UConn didn’t have any play-ers announce plans to enterthe portal on Monday, the

UCONN MEN’SBASKETBALL

First ‘real
offseason’
in portal,
NIL era
underway

UCONN WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

SWEET SIXTEENFRIDAY

North Carolinavs. Duke
2:30 p.m., ESPN

Maryland vs.South Carolina5 p.m., ESPN

LSU vs.
NC State
7:30 p.m., ESPN

Ole Miss
vs. UCLA
10 p.m., ESPN

SATURDAY
Notre Dame
vs. TCU
1 p.m., ABC

Tennessee
vs. Texas
3:30 p.m., ABC

Oklahoma
vs. UConn
5:30 p.m., ESPN

Kansas Statevs. USC
8 p.m., ESPN

OPENING DAY
THURSDAY
Yankees (Carlos Rodon, 16-9) vs.Brewers (Freddy Peralta, 11-9),3:05 p.m., ESPNRed Sox (Garrett Crochet, 6-12)at Rangers (Nate Eovaldi, 12-8),4:05 p.m., NESNMets (Clay Holmes, 3-5) atAstros (Framber Valdez, 15-7),4:10 p.m., SNY

� Inside: Red Sox’s top-rankedfarm system much more than“BigThree.”Page 5

Turn to Portal, Page 2

Turn to Watkins, Page 4

ByLoriRileyHartford Courant

STORRS — Paige Bueckers’freshman year was the COVIDseason,whentheUConnwomen’sbasketball teamplayed inaneerilyempty Gampel Pavilion with nofans.
“I remember the fake crowdnoise, the cardboard cutouts (offans),” Bueckers said. “Peoplewere paying to have their face inthe stands. There were dogs andanimals, too.Whenyou lookback,itwasunreal to thinkthatwewereplaying inthosecircumstancesandthose times.“We’ve talked about it as a team—howcrazywouldthatgamehavebeenifwehadfansandthesupportandthat loudatmospherewehavenow.

“It makes you extremely grate-ful.”
Monday night, it was so loud atsold-out Gampel Pavilion that, attimes, Bueckers couldn’t hear the

referees’whistles. Shegotastand-ing ovation from the 10,299 whenshe left the NCAA Tournamentsecond-round game, a 91-57 winover South Dakota State, with alittle over three minutes left aftertying her career scoring recordpoint totalwith 34.She took the microphone andthanked thecrowdafter thegame.“I’ve had the time of my lifehere,” she said. “Thank you formaking thismy secondhome.”But Bueckers, who evisceratedthe South Dakota State defensein the first quarter with a seriesof pullup jumpers and a dagger3-pointer a second before thefirst-quarter buzzer sounded,wasnot feeling particularly sentimen-talMondaynight.Therewasplentyof unfinished business ahead forthe Huskies, a trip to Spokane,Wash. for the regional semifinalslooming and another potentialtrip to the Final Four. They’ll face

Thanks for thememories

INSIDE
�Star Azzi Fudd announcesshe’ll return to Storrs nextseason. Page 3
�Bueckers a finalist for pair ofnational awards. Page 3�Complete women’s bracket.Page 4

�Star power, top teams andfive seeds dominate SweetSixteen headlines. Page 4

‘Grateful’ Bueckersmakesmost of herlast game at Gampel, pours in 34 points

ByEmilyAdamsHartford Courant

STORRS—Perhapsthemostimportant play of the UConnwomen’s basketball team’sfirst-quarter comeback againstSouthDakotaStateonMondaynight resulted in KK Arnoldlyingflat onherback.The No. 2 seed Huskies hadan ugly start to their second-round NCAA Tournamentmatchup with the No. 10 seedJackrabbits, going 0-for-7 overthe opening minutes of thegame. But the energy palpablyshifted as soon asArnold camein off the bench, and the sold-out crowd at Gampel Pavilionreached a fever pitchwhen thesophomore planted herself infront of South Dakota State’sMadisonMathiowetz and wassent flying as the opposingguard collidedwithher chest.Arnold, still laid out on thecourt, flexed with a screamof joy as the official signaleda charge against the Jackrab-bits, and superstar Paige Buec-kers smiled from ear-to-ear asshe bounded over to help pickArnoldup.
The turnover was SouthDakota State’s fourth in fourminutes to end the first quar-ter, and after Arnold broughttheballbackdowntotheoffen-sivehalf,Bueckers immediatelycapitalizedwithadriving layupthatgave theHuskies theirfirstlead of the game. The pointguard duo seemed to escalateeach other’s energy, each cele-bratingmoreandmoreemphat-ically with every successiveplay theothermade.“I think (it’s) just ourcompetitive energy and lead-ing by example,” Arnold said.“I feel like I led by example onthedefensiveendtonightwhen

Huskies getglimpse of abright futurefor Arnold

UConn stars Paige Bueckers, left, and Azzi Fudd lead the charge back up the court during the Huskies’second-

round NCAA win over South Dakota State on Friday night at Gampel Pavilion. For Bueckers, the game was

bittersweet as the last she will play in Connecticut. Fudd, however, announced on Tuesday she’s coming back for

the 2025-26 season. JESSICA HILL/AP

Turn to Bueckers, Page 3

Turn to UConn, Page 3

Turn to Yankees, Page 5
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Mayor touts progress

In annual address, Arulampalam says city

streets are now safer. Connecticut, Page 3

Black Sea truceOK’d

Ukraine, Russia take steps in talks, but full

ceasefire elusive. World & Nation, Page 7

Getting back towork

No time to waste for Hurley as the transfer

portal opens for business. Sports, Page 1

Showers possible
Cloudy with rain in the afternoon

and a high of 51. Living, Page 12
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Abig boost for ‘Bushnell S
outh’

A Hartford development may have suffered a setback with the withdrawal of one project, but

another builder is now moving ahead with a $52 million housing complex. Connecticut, Page 3

AARON FLAUM/HARTFORD COURANT

HelenMilici returns a volley as sh
eplays tenniswithher friendMaceySundwall, both fromWallingford, as they take ad

vantageof the spring

weather at theDoolittle
TennisCourts inWallingfordonTuesday.T

hebright sunshinegotm
anypeople out andabou

t acrossConnecticut on

Tuesday, butWednesday couldbring rai
n toparts of the state and

ahighonly about 51, fore
casters say.

Sunny day sweeps cloud
s away

ByLivi Stanford
Hartford Courant

Connecticut lawmakers are

considering a proposed law

that would ban female geni-

tal mutilation of minors, a bill

survivors and advocates say is

long overdue —with the state

one of only nine in the coun-

try that has yet to addre
ss the

issue.
SB 1438would establish the

crime of mutilation of female

genitalia of minors as a Class

D felony.
Similar efforts to ban the

practice have failed in previ-

ous years.
Zehra Patwa, co-founder

of the anti FGM/C move-

ment WeSpeakOut, a survi-

vor of FGM/C, said in her

public testimony before the

Judiciary Committee that as a

survivor she would like to see

an end to this “harmful tradi-

tional custom that is a form

of gender-based violence and

child abuse.”
“Banning FGM/C would

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Bill would
ban genital
mutilation
ofminors
Connecticut is one
of nine states where
practice is still legal

STORRS—PaigeBueckers

was a little startled. She’s k
nown

AzziFudd seemingly forever,

andnowbothhavebeenhealthy

enough tofinally play tog
ether

for a significant stretch, a
nd

what joy it has been.
But this, Bueckers said,w

as

afirst:
“Therewas a time in thegame

whenAzzi yelled atme,”Buec-

kers said, “whichwas thefirst

time that’s happened.Usual
ly,

I’myelling ather. But shewas

madbecause Ihesitatedon

three and theywere leav
ingme

wideopen. Shewas like shoot

the ball, don’twait.'”
Fudd’s sideof the story: “

She

just laughedatme.”
Bueckers tookandhit th

e

3-pointerwith a shrug anda

smirk.Thiswas in themiddle

of the secondquarterMonday

night, inUConn’s 91-57 v
ictory

overSouthDakotaState,
andby

this timeBueckershadalready

takenover, alreadymadeher

last gameatGampelPavilionher

own. Shewasgoingout onher

terms, andon topofher game.

For years, coachGeno
Auriemmahasbeenurging

Bueckers tobe less conc
erned

withdistributing, lesswith

beingunselfishmore concerned

with takingover, hunting a
nd

Bueckers
left Gampel
with her
very best

DomAmore UConn guard Paige Bueckers runs through the student section at

Gampel Pavilion in Storrs after a game against South Dakota State in the

second round of the NCAA tournament on Monday. JESSICA HILL/AP

‘A TRUE GAME-CHANGER’: Paige Bueckers was the headliner of UConn’s second-round rout, but

sophomore guard KK Arnold, who finished with six points and five rebounds, gave the Huskies a

glimpse of the future with energy off the bench that jump-started the blowout. Sports, Page 1

ByEdmundH.Mahony
Hartford Courant

Two state utilities have
asked a

judge to order Connectic
ut’s chief

regulatortoproducecellp
honedata

andothermaterialsthatthecompa-

niessaycouldshowthataratedeci-

sionslashingtheirrevenu
elastyear

wastaintedbybiasandoth
erproce-

dural irregularities.

Among the records the two

companies want are anything

that elaborates on text messages

between chief regulator Marissa

Gillett and a friendly legislator —

an exchange of texts tha
t suggests

she collaborated anonymously on

a news opinion column, or op-ed,

accusingthestate’sbigge
stutilities

ofmisconduct.
The request for cellphone

records is part of a broa
der docu-

ment request made by Avangrid

subsidiaries Connectic
ut Natu-

ral Gas and Southern Connecti-

cut Gas. The gas companies have

gone to Superior Court
to appeal

rate decisions by the Pu
blic Utili-

ties Regulatory Authorit
y late last

year that reduced their revenues

to levelsbelowwhat theyhadbeen

six and sevenyears ago.
The Courant reported the text

message exchange between
Gillett

SUPERIOR COURT

UtilitieswantGillett’s ph
one data

Marissa Gillett, chair of the Public Utilities Regulatory Authority, answers a question during the Executive and

Legislative Nominations Committee reappointment hearing on Feb. 20. AARON FLAUM/HARTFORD COURANT

Judge asked to compel PURA chief to produce

materials that could show
bias in rate decision

Turn to Bill, Page 8

Turn to PURA, Page 2

Turn to Bueckers, Page 2

President, aides try to
downplaywar plan leak
ByDavidKlepper
andAamerMadhani
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-

dent Donald Trump on Tues-

day downplayed the texting

of sensitive plans for a m
ilitary

strike against Yemen’s Houthis

this month to a group chat that

included a journalist, saying

it was “the only glitch in two

months”ofhisadministrationas

Democratic lawmakers heaped

criticism on the administration

for handling highly sensitive

information carelessly.
Trump told NBC News that

the lapse “turned out not to

be a serious one,” and articu-

lated his continued support for

national security advise
r Mike

Waltz, who mistakenly added

theeditor-in-chief ofTh
eAtlan-

tic,JeffreyGoldberg, to th
echain

that included 18 senior a
dminis-

tration officials discussing plan-

ning for the strike.
“Michael Waltz has learned

a lesson, and he’s a good man,”

Trump said. He also appeared

to assign blame to an unnamed

Waltz aide for Goldberg
being

addedtothechain. “Itwasoneof

Michael’speopleonthepho
ne.A

stafferhadhisnumberonthere.”

But the use of messaging app

Signal todiscussasensiti
veoper-

ationhasopenedtheadm
inistra-

tion to blistering criticism from

Democratic lawmakers who

expressed outrage at theWhite

House’s and senior adminis-

tration officials’ insistence that

no classified information was

shared. Senior administration

officialshavestruggledtoexp
lain

why the publicly availabl
e app

was used to discuss such a deli-

catematter.
One official reported to be

on the Signal chain, Director

of National Intelligenc
e Tulsi

Gabbard, acknowledged during

a Senate Intelligence C
ommit-

tee hearing on Tuesday that she

was traveling overseas during

the exchange. She wouldn’t

say whether she was using her

personal or government-is-

sued phone because the matter

is under review by the White

House National Security C
oun-

cil.
BothGabbard andCIADirec-

tor John Ratcliffe, who also was

Turn to Leak, Page 2

We’re Not Just a 
NEWSPAPER

HERE’S WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU
Reach a local audience and deliver advertising that attracts attention. 

Send your message via email to a targeted group by geography, 
age, interest, income or target audiences of your choice.

Creating new and engaging content. 

Help your business build top of mind awareness using SEO, 
SEM and social campaigns.

Help you to recruit that perfect candidate using our many 
job boards and packages.

CONTACT US  
FOR A FREE  

MARKETING CONSULT

860.870.3012
advertising@courant.com

WE ARE A MEDIA 
POWERHOUSE FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS!!

7 out of  10
newspaper readers report taking action 
after seeing an ad in a circular. 

PRINT NEWSPAPER ADS INSPIRE ACTION.

www.courant.com



DIR. JOONHO PARK | 2025 | 124 MIN | SOUTH KOREA | KOREAN
NORTHEAST U.S. PREMIERE

In this delicate exploration of identity and belonging, a gay 
North Korean defector hides his sexuality from his compatriots 
while immersing himself in Seoul’s vibrant queer community. As 
relationships deepen, the tension between loyalty to his defector 
community and the desire for authenticity intensifies.

FAIRY PLAY
DIR. FREDDY CAREW BENDEKGEY |  
2026 | 4 MIN | USA | NO DIALOGUE
NORTHEAST U.S. PREMIERE

A child places a wooden toy soldier into 
a dollhouse castle as a replacement for 
a porcelain princess figurine. The toy 
soldier struggles to dance in a world that 
was not built for them.

36703670  VIRTUAL 
JUN 21-28
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EMAIL ONLY MAIL & EMAIL

FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM BLUESKY TIKTOK YOUTUBE



DIR. JEFFREY MCHALE | 2025 | 97 MIN | USA | ENGLISH

Since Dorothy Gale started her epic journey 
down the Yellow Brick Road more than a century 
ago, she’s become a celebrity, a brand, and a 
beacon for marginalized voices. Her adventures 
are timeless and have enchanted audiences 
worldwide. This magical mix of cinematic and 
archival materials offers an insightful look at a 
queer cultural icon and the people she’s inspired.

ARMAN
DIR. FARZAD KIYAFAR | 2024 |  
12 MIN | USA | ENGLISH, PERSIAN
Feeling overwhelmed and isolated on 
his wedding day, a closeted immigrant 
lies about his marriage while talking 
on the phone to his family back home.

IT’S DOROTHYIT’S DOROTHY VIRTUAL 
JUN 21-28

ENCORE

OPENING 
SHORT
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A friendly and inclusive 

Home for All 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Come for a lively 

Shabbat and 
Kiddush lunch. 

 
160 Mohegan Drive 
West Hartford, CT 

06117 
860-236-1275 

 
www.emanuelsynagogue.org 

LORETTA WROBEL
FEMINIST THERAPY 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

860-429-2629
lorettaw886@gmail.com

566 Prospect Ave
Hartford, CT 06105

Sliding Scale Fee

Metropolitan Community 
Church of Hartford

155 Wyllys St., Hartford CT 06106
Office: 860.724.4605 

Email: mcchartfordct@gmail.com
Website: www.mcchartford.com

Worship Service Sunday 10am
Also available on Zoom! 

(link is available on the website) 

A compassionate community of faith  A compassionate community of faith  
and a spiritual home where all people  and a spiritual home where all people  

can experience the liberating love of God.can experience the liberating love of God.

Celebrating the LGBTQ community Celebrating the LGBTQ community 
(who we are and who we love)  (who we are and who we love)  

since 1973since 1973 



All are WelcomeAll are Welcome
...and celebrated!

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. Live-streamed and in person.

33 LaSalle Road, West Hartford, CT, 06107

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE

Connecticut LGBTQ
Film Festival

c e n t r a l o p t i c a e y e s . c o m



MAD DOG  
(MOLOSSE)
DIR. MARC-ANTOINE LEMIRE | 2024 | 25 MIN |  
CANADA | FRENCH
UNITED STATES PREMIERE

The single mother of a dysfunctional family takes 
a dim view of Ian and his dog when they move in 
across the back alley. Prejudice, fascination and 
frustration mingle with the sound of barking.

DAMP
DIR. ETSEN CHEN | 2025 | 12 MIN |  
TAIWAN | MANDARIN CHINESE
NEW ENGLAND PREMIERE

Yen is a young man with cerebral palsy. He’s 
infatuated with his caretaker, Suriya, and longs for 
a romantic and physical relationship with him. Yen’s 
mother has her own subtle affection for Suriya, 
which only complicates matters.

RUTH
DIR. SONIA MARTÍ GALLEGO | 2024 | 22 MIN |  
SPAIN | SPANISH, ENGLISH
NORTHEAST U.S. PREMIERE

Maya travels from London to the small village of 
her Spanish girlfriend, Ruth, who has died in an 
accident. She wants to bid farewell, but then Maya 
realizes that nobody knows who she is.

GLOBAL ENTRY
SHORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD



MAGID/ZAFAR  
(ریفظ /دجعم)
DIR. LUIS HINDMAN | 2025 | 19 MIN |  
UK | ENGLISH, URDU, PUNJABI
NEW ENGLAND PREMIERE

Tensions arise amidst the heat of a busy 
Pakistani carryout restaurant in this fast-paced 
and emotionally raw exploration of South Asian 
masculinity and queerness.

HAPPY NEW YEAR, MS. LUNA
DIR. CELESTE DIEP | 2023 | 17 MIN |  
AUSTRALIA | ENGLISH, YUE CHINESE (CANTONESE)
UNITED STATES PREMIERE

Luna attends her family’s annual Chinese 
New Year gathering for the first time since her 
transition. She’s prepared for the comparisons to 
her cousins, but now she has so much more to 
explain.

UNIFORMED  
(FArDADO)
DIR. DAN BIURRUM | 2025 | 25 MIN |  
BRAZIL | PORTUGUESE
EAST COAST PREMIERE

As a closeted gay military police officer, Gustavo 
lives in two irreconcilable worlds. His uniform 
condemns him to hiding, and his true nature is 
being crushed by fear.

VIRTUAL 
JUN 21-28

ENCORE
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ctvalleyortho

More
Information

Complimentary consultations
Interest-free in-house payment options
Open 5-6 days per week
Located in Vernon & Storrs

Connecticut Valley Orthodontics is

a safe, open, and affirming 
family-oriented business, and we

are proud to serve all members of

our community with excellent

orthodontic care.

Connecticut Valley Orthodontics is
a safe, open, and affirming 

family-oriented business, and we
are proud to serve all members of

our community with excellent
orthodontic care.



Open rehearsals
August 18, 25 & 
September 1, 2026

CHECK OUT OUR  
FESTIVAL MERCH  

IN THE LOBBY!
New t-shirts, tank tops,  

key chains, rainbow  
socks, carabiners,  

caps & mugs!

Keeping it Reel
Since 1988



RAG DOLLS
DIR. AMY ADLER | 2025 | 12 MIN |  
USA | SPANISH
NEW ENGLAND PREMIERE

Despite difficult circumstances, two 
Mexican women with disabilities find 
ways to love and take care of each 
other.

ICEBREAKERS
DIR. MARLO PORAS & JOCELYN GLATZER | 
2024 | 22 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
Queer skaters at the Gay Games push 
the boundaries of their sport hoping 
that mainstream skating will one day 
encompass a richer spectrum of the 
human experience.

MY FRIEND KIM
DIR. MARIBETH ABRAMS | 2026 | 30 MIN | 
USA | ENGLISH
A terminally-ill lesbian spends her final 
months exploring the perils of living 
and dying in Connecticut.

TRUTH BE TOLD
DOCUMENTARY SHORTS



DANCING IN  
TOMORROWLAND
DIR. JAKOB ROSTON | 2024 | 16 MIN |  
USA | ENGLISH
An unsung teen activist fights to 
overturn Disneyland’s ban on same-
sex dancing.

VOICE SHIFT
DIR. ROBERTO DUQUE | 2025 | 25 MIN |  
UK | ENGLISH
NEW ENGLAND

In this inspiring story about identity 
and resilience, a transgender vocal 
coach helps other transgender 
people find their true voice.

BIG BASS
DIR. DREW DICKLER | 2024 | 14 MIN |  
USA | ENGLISH
A filmmaker travels back to 1997 
to revisit a dream-like memory from 
second grade that centers around 
her queer identity, her legendary PE 
teacher, and a large plastic fish.

VIRTUAL 
JUN 21-28

ENCORE
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2026
INDUSTRY  
MIXER 

@ DEAD  
LANGUAGE  
BREWERY

This event welcomes all those working 
in or interested in the film industry in 
Connecticut, providing an opportunity to 
network, share ideas, and relax in a friendly 
space. Filmmakers will have an opportunity 
to introduce themselves, talk about their 
work and upcoming projects. The floor is 
yours! We’ll provide the snacks!

1429 Park St., Hartford, CT
Sunday, June 14 •  1 – 3 PM

SPONSORED BY 

THE EVENT IS FREE AND NO REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.
Free street and lot parking are available on Bartholomew Ave.



CAT SITTERS
DIR. CLAREN GROSZ | 2024 | 11 MIN | CANADA | ENGLISH
In this queer comedy horror, four friends watch scary 
movies together while cat sitting. An unexplained 
power outage and nagging suspicions threaten to kill 
the fun vibe.

STEFANIE D.
“Cat Sitters is the perfect balance between spooky 
and silly, so it’s great for a late night laugh!”

IN THE EYES OF THE BEAST 
(CUANDO MIRAS EN LOS OJOS DE LA BESTIA)
DIR. PACO RAMÍREZ | 2025 | 27 MIN | MEXICO | SPANISH
Mexico, 1864. Three Mexican soldiers are sent on a 
harrowing mission to recover war loot that’s hidden in a 
forest stalked by monsters. Don’t look in their eyes! They’ll 
drive you mad! 
CONTENT WARNING: VIOLENCE.

DAVE C.
“I chose this film because I found it engaging, very 
different, somewhat scary and quite atmospheric  
in its camera work, sound effects and music.”

THEY, WITH AN AXE
DIR. CANDE LÁZARO | 2025 | 13 MIN | SPAIN | SPANISH
UNITED STATES PREMIERE

The residents of a village are interviewed after they 
experience a shocking event involving an axe and a 
woman in a dress with hairy legs.

MARK S.
“It was quirky and odd, and I love quirky. But what 
was the point? Let me know what you think!” 

CHOOSY PEOPLE CHOSE THESE
COMMITTEE SELECTS



G FLAT
DIR. PETER DARNEY | 2022 | 18 MIN | UK | ENGLISH
NEW ENGLAND PREMIERE

An 84-year-old stroke survivor sends for a sex 
worker and experiences an unexpected climax.
CONTENT WARNING: SUICIDE.

DAVE K.
“I picked G Flat because of its intense, emotional, 
and unique storyline dealing with death and aging.“

THANKS, BABS!
DIR. RIVKAH BETH MEDOW & JEN RAININ | 2025 | 14 MIN | 
USA | ENGLISH
Meet Babs, an exuberant octogenarian charging 
through life, one five-year plan at a time. She 
navigates everything from exes to existential 
questions with sass and spirit, levity and wisdom. 

WENDY P.
“Exuberant, irreverent Babs is a tonic for dark days.  
I dare you not to smile while you’re watching Babs!”

GUILLE, 28
DIR. MIGUEL ALCALDE DE LA FUENTE | 2025 | 17 MIN | 
SPAIN | SPANISH
NORTH AMERICAN PREMIERE

Mario and Guille meet up on a dating app. When 
they get to Mario’s house, intending to spend the 
night together, Mario discovers that Guille is not who 
he thinks he is.
CONTENT WARNING: VIOLENCE.

SLOAN F.
“As a big fan of horror movies, I love that they often intersect with queer 
culture by exploring themes of otherness, repression, and survival. I chose 
this film because it holds a mirror to the audience, showing us that there 
can be villainous and monstrous parts in all of us.”

CHOOSY PEOPLE CHOSE THESE
COMMITTEE SELECTS
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EVERYTHING BETWEEN US
DIR. ILGIN GUNEY KORUGAN | 2025 | 17 MIN |  
TURKEY | TURKISH
NORTHEAST U.S. PREMIERE

Azra is traumatized by bullies at school and her 
strict mother at home. Seeking solace by a serene 
riverside, she develops an unspoken bond with a 
girl on the opposite shore.

“Sweet portrait of an alienated young lesbian who 
found the peace she desperately needed in these 
unsettling, turbulent times.”

ORNITHOMANCY
DIR. S. VOLLIE OSBORN | 2025 | 16 MIN | USA | ENGLISH
Minutes before an interview for his dream job, 
high-strung Winona is desperately searching for 
guidance, so he turns to “ornithomancy,” the 
ancient art of reading omens from birds.

SHANE E.
“I love supporting up-and-coming filmmakers, and 
I thought this was an incredibly fun and original 
concept with outstanding writing and delivery.”

COMMITTEE SELECTS 
CONTINUED
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OutFilm
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CONGRATULATIONS
OUT FILM CT!

MORNINGS THAT MOVE
WEEKDAYS 5-11A

 STREAM NOW
ON YOUR TV OR PHONE




